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This was a bear io bis prime He 
haa been a perslsent sheepkHlftLjor 
several years He madPtiTS home in 
•cT^riTsTfTeat. and would come down 
to Ty carts Valle? and the Elk refru 
larly for his mj]tton_He was known 
by the uousuaLslte_of MsUtcjf Ever 
since this bear came out of his win 
ter's sleep a nor th ago he has been 
killing sheep There ir*t least one 
more sheep stealing bear on Elk. 

This one comes out of Qaulej^Jeaifii 
smaller tracks, and has been killing 
this spring, mostly on Crooked and 
Old Field Fork of Elk. 

Don’t be fooled by the fancy pul 
down by popular writers that bears 
come out lean and poor from their 
long winter's sleep and fast. That 
bear killed on Elk last week cut two 
Inches of fat onjsls ribs. Even tho 
ugh he never went hungry from eat 
log sheep, this Is a poor time of year 
to fatten a beast, and a month Is a 
short time to do It In. That, bear 
**nt to hole fat December 21 and he 
came out fat on March 22. 

Word comes that the tracks of the 
old she wolf were seeo in the snow 

last week in the pine patch on Mid 
SHtaJwu ", ° f E J k Tl,e snow *■» 

tf. c k.H h T, e “" d could not ^ 

V„. £. Tl ey V e " ow * u *«i«'ii»h* 

h»» den *oro**h* re » 1U . pup5 u 

'*nIrJiiw~ r "W* Mr* Green 

Id h^i ht ° l n "" dr <‘* *'re folio. 
Jr. 1 ;'?* 1 ? » tsntber They thought 
b«, 0D ^ d “‘“SnSfWto.tog them 
*nd **’ * neighbor’* dog, 
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T ,„ neat <U> i tti\ bt * Uf, ‘ l 

i,u bear dogs to put •« U»J ***** 

but lltHe liiUrea'. 
Sf oxford followed on but the an .» 
bad melted too fast 

A distinguished friend writes In 
from tb® city to say that 
bid gotten too great W hear In mj 
unequal contest will, this wolf and 
panther business and that he waa 
ll-hle to have a friend or his send uie 
a wolf dog 1 can only reply that 
.ruth Is still mighty and will eventu 
illy prevail. Also that I pl*ce a 
Wl ,lf dog along side of a stable horse 
and sawmill as a thing ucdeslrable. 
but for the good of and protection or 
the country as a whole I would be 
much obliged for a wolf dog. 

Lanty Sharp came of! Jericho Road 
the oilier day with a tale about a big 
brown heron like bird with a wide 
stretch of wing and a voice like the 
croak of a taven He said It was 
working strong on the little piping 
frogs In the Glade I knew right of! 
he was talking about a^blttern, or 
brown heron. 

La<t Wednesday morning If you 
h-ri happened to look dose at the 
river there was a big flock of wild 
ducks making ihelr living between 
the bridge and the mouth of Frlce 
Run There were fifty or more of the ( 
little dickens, and they appeared to 
be having the best time I presume 
they were feeding on the superahjn 
dance of perry winkles or fresh water 
snail which now cover the rocks in 
this part of Greer.br er River. This 
black -and white (males) wild duck 
has the local name of butter duck 
The books list It as buffle head. 

Along about dark and after if you 
will listen along these low grounds of 
Koapps Creek and Greenbrier River/ 
you will hear an unseen bird say 
scape as it files over It Is a wood 
cock talking to you The oilier even 
Ing 1 was lucky and saw a full dozen 
against tho sky as they flew over me 
1 heard others which I could not see 


Wm. Crlgger was In town from the 
Beaver Lick fire tower when It rained 
last Thursday morning, and told a 
satisfying experience he had enjoyed 
In his look out the other morning 
As he walked up the trail from horn* 
he noticed a lot of fresh deer sign, j 
but saw nothing. After he hid got | 
ten settled In the tower and all was 
quiet, an old cc ck grouse'burst out a j 
drumming rlghrbelow him: just over 
the ridge In a drain an old wild tur 
key had to answer with low gobbling. 
This was the sign for two deer which 
had hidden when the man approached 
that they could safely move out. and 
one made off in one direction and the 
other went another. All of which 
goes to prove that a body does not see 


j everything to he R'en when he walks) 
J t rough the woods. i 
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Unde Bob tells me the r*mp* are 
st i little the best flavored this 
ison be bas ever tasted. One rea 
n lie cays. Is that tlie growth Is 
rifty on account of so much rain 
,d that the lack of sun to tan them 
is made the bulbs so teuder, sweet 
id mild. 

Uncle Bob was counting up the 
sheep killed In about two week* by 
the old Shavers Cheat Mountain big 
foot bear the other day that they; 
know about, three for him, five for 
L I) Sharp and five for Norman 
Shaw, and one for a widow lady. 
This bear had killed and piled up five 
sheep ar d was eating on them when 
found. This piling up of sheep la 
the sign of ad old bear. 

Uncle Bob said the only thing 
wrong about killing an old sheep 
ftlealing bear on Sunday or any other 
day Is that Immediately two other 
hears sprang spontaneously up to take 
his place. The reason for this Is that 
when the boss of the range falls, 
other hears move In where the old 
big one bad heretofore kept them out 
i he late Henry Gilmer used to tell 
the tale of killing the same old buck 
»«* given ridge seven years In 6uc 
^ , 1 spinal Ion was easy—- 
en ?n n * mo, V 4rc -' l ‘ the survey 

E r" fMd|h R *»• 
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The Hthccl Buzzard 

For several Jtan pail large num¬ 
bers uf bu; . *rds hate auamhled each 
spring In March at the Boost on Jerl 
co Flats, but have been notable by 
their absence so far this year, except 
one immense specimen was observed 
on March 15lb. This leader wore 
;* bell which could be heard 
faintly but distinctly. The bird was 
not seen again, or any other In the 
neighborhood, until the fith of April, 
when a pair were seen gliding on 
moveless wings over the mountain. 

It is thought possible that the fall- 
ure of the buzzard to show here In 
numbers so late In the (season Is due 
to the unseasonable cold, or possibly 
ilie migrants not having gone far 
enough south last fall perished of 
cold and hunger In the unprecedent 
ed freezes of the winter, this variety 
of the vulture family uol adapted U» 
extreme cold, 

Although of a sluggish nature, un 
like the nobler birds of prey, and 
subsisting on carrion, the buzzard 
sciupulously exercises Its flight power 
morning and evening In prolonged 
circling. Instinctively knowing that 
if it lost the ability to fly It species 
would soon perish. 

It Is said that the Wright Brother* 
and other Inventors of gilding air ma 
chines, studied attentively the flight 
of the buzzard, which la said not to 
be excelled by any other bird of land 
or sea. 
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►li^J-nuTpjd 5 tre»m- 
.... -‘ ,7rTw t ,. f ,oa ihe *1 >ud- 
t'l-or rv K' Ter . ry trees on It. P»f 
r d»nc# or " ll < | t Tree Bottom, the 

“ 'in't slteSrVhJ c't> o f Blohwood. 

pr***" 1 sltr is named from 

C '*"‘"' r u'n ‘ of wild cranberries 

' 0Ull ‘ !" ''mountain probably named 

Ch V'h»rJes K e no Ison, early settler. 
Midler of the involution and Indian 

fisllter ' r,.n and Pays Mountain Trom 
i'I Carles DiV,*early settler and Indian 

; one of the names for the 

fort atMIHpolot was Day# Fort. 

for Williams River, there Is tra 
on mat It »as named after Wll-1 
m E-vine. soldier of the Revolu 
Hon: known as Swa K o Bill. Relived 
on lands now embraced In the Me 
Cllntlc farms. He owned land 
vVJUIams River; the Nelson 
lands. I think when he moved to 
Ohio In IS 10, he sold his Williams 
• River holdings for a ‘rifle gun and a 
certain amount in "cut money." It 
that in the early days If 
needed to divide a half 


on 
Moore 


aoitba 

I zed • 


appears 
change was 
dollar and there were no quarters 
convenient, why the ever tfficleot 
settlers took- the ever ready axe and 
and cut the half dDllar in two. 

Knapps Creek was first Ewing 
Creek. John Ewing owned lands be 
low Frost which he sold to Moses 
Moore. When the Marlins- Bottom 
survey was made for the Greenbrier 
Company of Colonel Lewis In 1751. 
the calls of the line from the low 
place on the mountain, near what is 
now Stillwell, to a corner near the 
present Mt View Cemetery, passed 
lover the Ewing house. Later the 
stream was called Naps Creek, after 
Napthalem Gregory, who was mur 
dered In his hunting camp somew here 
around the present site of Westmln 
ster church. 

Thomas Mountain and Peters 
Mountain, I have no record of how 
they were named, I do know that 
Michael Mountain bpars the name or 
Michael Daugherty He was a gentle 
man from Ireland, who left his home 
with his lady love, rather than con 
tinue Ids studies for the priesthood 
He w as a sportsman who walked In to 
ki.I tds bears with a hunting knife 
while his dogs were attracting the 
attention ot the game. One sid day 
* ;‘* c | ,aeIs M °untain poor Michael 
waded in on too big a bear. As the 

brn,P r ^ kDlre home lhe big 

bruie struck b»ck with a mighty 

«eh as Thef H T ttie " a deld msn M 

«ell as .a dead bear. It h as 

Michaels Mountain ever since. 


Mad Turn on'lhf Alleghany la a 
r id,-e »n which a‘p-*or aUve t>oy 
ir.ki und went emty. 

The VShe ep on Ihe Alleghany 
A .„s catlrd for sheep 
dieted with nddesjme 

^Stephen Hole Run is called for Ste 
nhen Sewell, whom Colonel Andrew 
Lewis found at Marlins Bottom, now 
Marllnton. in M5i, with Jacob Mar¬ 
lin Sewell speui a winter soon after 
In the small cave at the head of the 
run He was killed by Indians some 
years later on Big Sewell Mountain, 
farther down the Greenbrier. 1 do 
not remember ever being told where 
Sewell was killed. 

] have never been in Stephens Hole 
It is of such small bore I fit into It 
most too snugly -for comfort. The 
story Is the paymaster of a cerul o 
Ohio reglmenf stoie tlTe pgynrtT wlj gh 
u^mrtDT-tn^ Hartlfl of ur oop ~Moud- 
t^T57and hid the money id StetfEehs 
Hole. 1 had heard the tale and paid 
little attention to It. Some years ago 
1 read Claude Bowers’ book, The 
Tragic Era. In writing np the car 
petbag governor of a certain southern 
state, the writer says the said gover 
nor had been acoused of absconding 
with the payroll of a certain Ohio 
regiment. 

Elk River, Elk Mountain, Deer_ 

Creek. Paothter Run, Bear Run, Wild 
Cat Hollow, are self explanatory 
names; * the same as Spruce Knob, 
Sugar <Tree) Creek. Span Oik, White 
Oak. Laurel Creek, Laurel Run, Pop 
lar Flats. Red Oak Flat, Spruce Flat, 
Brush Run, Pine Grove, etc. 

The water of Tea Creek Is the color 
ot weak tea. The idea for years was 
this color was from leaves aod roots 
of the trees—particularly spruce and 
hemlock The geologists now tell us 
the sulphur in the coal deposits is 
chen rtcktr^hlch gives""“cTjiur “nr the 
water Red Creek and the several 
Red Runs have th eir sou rgg^up in 
the coal rpeasuw—- 

Back in the Gauley wilderness, you 
find names like John Fox writes 
about down in the Cumberlands. Big 
Blizzard, Little Blizzard, Big Rough, 
Little Rough, Fox Tree, Barren She, 
Tear Coat, Hateful. Hellward, Hell 
for Sartln, Skin Shin, Turkey Track. 
Camp Rock, "Little Elbow, Middle 
Fork, Three Forks, Skinned Poplar, 
Hofse Path, Bug Run are some that 
I recall off hand. We got these hon 
est and natural by reason of the 
Hammons family moving into the 
big wilderness almost a ceotury ago 
and staying there. 
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Lot «Nk was IN blfi n eck of tjir 
tear In IWibonlM tVunty. The x\% 
lio/fc.*t berth* IN tbou.»nd» fot 
d r dt'rf buntl* g Oil in Mcr»>f, 1 
ncuid soy, about one In twenty got a 
buck 

rraalloally every one of tho vl Itor 
ki>tt- bi bry wuro Tim} 

or tnelr friend* have been coming 
litre for year*, and they had cam pi 
or firm houses or holds already pick 
•d to stay In; friend* to go Into the 
woods with, and familiar ground to 
hunt In. 

I count that twenty dollars Is 
•bout as little as one man can expect 
to grt by with In the war of expense 
on a three day hunt *wa) from home 
Thl* mrai a the circulating of teally a 
large sum of new money In this coun¬ 
ty—say thirty to fori) thousand do) 
lars Whatever It Is. the hundred or 
so deer H e visiting hunters carried 
away sold for hlg money. This mon 

ey was divided bv farmers, hotel keep 
ers. stores, gas stations, and what 
not. 

A friend of mine from the lower 
waters of I he Greenbrier has been 
coming here for the past five years 
Every season he has M an deer but no 
hyoks. This year the 6lg deer of the 
irn.ini.ln. com, |,y Mlm. «UI, antler. 
Jlko a rocking ollalr. Hope long do 
loued nit.no In,,, nervous or totue- 
I Ill'll J he Shot draw blood, bui 
iho dorr wont away from ihui place 

iY.. i ■ no, l'"f case or hoping Inn, 
Ifoilur luck noxt lima. 

llwaaihoUat drive of U,o second 

around .'T I 1 ".'* , '* d bunched 

arnund « dro. for in,. „|„d was raw 

1 w * fc lc,n much talk mid 
attention to the 

•ore Ineffective. *** luoMengara 


"] l p on the A'lrchatiln. a lUip.r 
Ink a shot at a pa»*thg burli Hi 
hrld too far back, and thr del r want 
| mi with a built t bole through I.U 
| brrid basket. The stranger was no 
hand at tracking. ao Attornry J 1. 
buckle* was called In on tie cair 
He foMowrd the sign at fan *« hr 
could walk by an rccaalonal blood 
fincar on the brush After a while 
the deer broke out again, but the 
cover wan too thick to srr for a shot 
Following cn a wa>a Mr liurklc) 

knew thr proper thing to do waa to 
look up the txacf place the deer had 
broken out the last lime If It was 
merely a superficial wound the dear 
wouul have been standing, and there 
would be little use to trail farther. 
If he had been aevi rely hit, hr would 
have lain down and that would be en 
curngemcnt lo keep on burning 
Getting near the place. Mr Buckley 
saw the deer behind some brush, look¬ 
ing out at him. It had circled and 
comeback Every hair was turned 
the wrong way and the animal was 
the very picture of rage and fury 
lie w*ou«a have fought before he ran 
this time. One wi ll placed shot put 
the deer down and out He carried a 
magnificent head. 

Adam Pennell, of Marllnton. Isa 
lone wc*lf when It comes to hunting. 
Mr ranges the Buck Icy Mountain On 
Tuerdaj, he got as far as tl c Messer 
place, to look up a big deer he knew 
had been keeping there alt summer. 
Over on the Cummings Creek side he 
put up his deer 1 noted three big 
holes In that deer s hide from well 
placed punkln balls out of a shot gun 
It was qu>tc a chore for one roan to 
bring this 175 "pound buck the five 
miles Into home. The antlera. while 
not overly large, were s)metrical and 
uniform, carrying four points to the 
bourn., 

Mlas Genevieve Yeager was the 
lady to get her deer Th I'ocuhnnta- 
County this year Jt was an eight 
pointer, four snugs in tho beam She 
hunted with the Buck mans on A lie I 
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little 

hand 


too I 


arm* are 


ghany Mountain. 

No accldrnta from fire 

business in reported In Pocahontas County this 
city looked )»ar This Is a blowing for which » t 
all are deeply grateful One hunter. 
Gold n Sanford, of UaUirlie, w.% 
si ruck by a train near Cluverllck. and 
dlrd some hours later from the In 
Juries. 


I ii in Ptnnaylvahla this wrrk the* 
an killing d.s- b» thsUna of t\m 
M i,da Dins aid bt'ClS with branch 
ed antler* arc legal game this aeavuti 

soi** buck* and fawns are on thr 
I protected Hat Vv there I Its deer 
arc eating il»t»Mdw out of h »oa# 
and homes the range la no inogrr *uf 
Helen! to keep tl e stuck of ddtf A 
the rate dee' are now Increasing In 
Wcav Virginia, the lime will euros 
whon the range will not supportth* 
deer. Tin* I* a g. .d many year* 
ahead oil account of thr present Iium 
tier of our dear and the rldinm o' 
our range When that l-tois doc* 

come, the Conservation people hav. 
considered the means to an d the sit 
uatlon Tlr season will he opened 
o* «r d the *i'aa»*n will be earllt» > 
and longor. Just now. they hold u*. 
tu « t«ie season "io allow time for. 
mating before bbtchcrlog the bOcka 

A talc come* out of t lie deer wood* 
of * party of honltf'i* having consider 
able of a *oramblc In a laurel patch 
They went to look and came on a big 
wild cj l with a four snag eight polfa* 
buck deer down and biting on hb 
neck. Th«*y shot the ji nx and anoil* 
er ouhclL put tl.o dvtsr*out of lib 
misery. 

1 hear tell of a hunter killing a 
mule) or dfhormd buck. For ant 
antlers, there were nubs, an Inch c.» 
so long He brought hi* venison It 
for checking ard It made trouble. 
The law has specification* calling fo» 
branched antlers. Naturally, th* 
Question arises In my suspicious mm 
how come the hunter to know he **- 
shooting at a buck In the first place 

Down on Pyles Mountain a hunter 
on i he first day crosstd no leas than a 
&oiw big buck tracks,* all heading 

" b,ch u| 

*»’*• K.in or'ipfr °» V |dn SUl " fe " 

»• Killed „ OQ S V , Fr «‘*l 

w T|,n hr.., 


Shttffft 

nr, ss 

ri'0 antler. »,r, » * 

Mn, pntnt. cn one b,.« Dd,, J uJ '* ck 
Hit other. h**® ••‘•I ten on 


of 


Hir»c ‘J 9 ®* out of 

P*>l"l tnilm *l!lch ,V*• r,lfte, « 

>*“"» "r. 'Vl,ln4 orV'‘L tr0p ' ,J " 

•bom Bftr Tear* k Al °nf 
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The kill of bucks in Seneca Forest 
J considerably off from former sea- 
f Eighteen was the number; less 
Sn half or last year. The number 
n hunters checked In was over 600 
for the first day; over 500 for the sec 
nnd „ay and over 300 for the third 
-about 1500 In all This compares 
with over 900 for the first day last 
year. 1 say there is safety for the 
deer in numbers. - I am always want¬ 
ing to strike an average. This is 
about one deer to every one hundred 
hunters. On the outside of the Sen 
eca State Forest the average was as 
usual one deer to about forty hunters. 

It sounds like a lie to me, but the 
the tale comes out of the wocds, that 
a visitor came on to a native standing 
at a [likely crossing plaee for deer. 
The usual inquiry was made about 
•>eeing deer. The slander had a fan 
cy, exciting tale about.a powerful big 
buck coming through, at-easy range; 
he took a couple of shots and never 
cut a hair. While the narrator was 
In the midst of his e'oquent recount 
•ng of his bad luck, the drivers cam* 
U P- They took the man’s word for 
it and proceeded to cut off his shirt 
’all Then they looked for sign 
inere had not been a big deer through 
that crossing in a week 
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Timber Wolf 

f 11 CB n now be stated definitely that 
-the varment which has been killing 
sheep by wholesale on Elk Is a-ti mher * 
i wolf. On Monday about forty men : 
and a big pack of dogs went hunting 
for the varment on Middle Mountain 
They routed him cut'ana'lle'-struck 
out for Gauley_Mountaln. Howard 
Beale was wallingat the place 
the varmint had crossed -Elk- 
Klver In former chases. The animal 
came In full view of Mr Beale and he 
took three or four shots at It with a 
shot pun at lonp range. He drew 
hlood but failed to knock It down 

“ * e . nt baok Middle. Mountain 

and the dogs were not able to route 
It out a^am. 

This wolf is a big able animal. 
«lth a bushyull, curled at the end 
I ““Of lnjoTor, and looks as tho 

(dTedlSds 6 W6lKh “ mubh / S 8 hun 

I The question now Is where this 

wo ln a ,T,L °t m - ThB lasl llmb ^ 
*.°' f r tlliB teRlon was killed by Sto- 
pber Hamrick forty years ago. 

mirHn “If" ‘ year th « w °>' I'M been 
n K l n e Rheep Bocks 00 Spring 
, ? rf ? ra,,cl1 of Klk - More than 

I I ed £ Ti 0 ' Sheep ,,aslt 
1 n 1, ? '? st kl11 * as on Saturday 

night out of L D. Sharp's fl** 0 0 

the railroad near Slaty Fork. 
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Is M T denying the scripture say 


traditi ons of t he w olH 
jouiitalns "TTTakes QTTr 


! Belittling our traditions oJ Uits won | 

•W“t, roni . stories of a Danjm^uatoutoftbe mouths'of two Is £i£i‘*°Li>!£V 
1 Vfl dU-.'T c ■ t |,em\molirr uu th established? For I can give oil 11 

tlierorjwe* rt . a iote part of tin | mn d the names of a score of good 1 dfcalt mucl j v> } th 1 ll * . L , ... 

“ .^ evidence that such men a ..d true who have seen In fierceness of wolves Men jet.In the 
>u>< hi roams 011 r " lldsls a recent years with their own eJes ! prime of life remember » chi d a __ 
J 0,Hl °"JStaJ tto P» d of “P“" panthers In these endless mountains, the necessity, of 

^TTmsy Identification. T5yTTiemselves and with others. Can near the house e , ach ' 

. ,T T. 7e^dii'ce becomes conclusive „ 0 t Ills smoke tanned senses not give Stophe r Hamric k, who sh 0 tj.be last 
n. he mal-lnatlon works on ll for consld eratlon to the testimony of the "?! ***%££*%!"’ ”L"i t ' * 


r t | ie imagination works on n lor consideration to the testimony of the 
a . w j a yj 3 five members of the official hoard of 

a rphi> most recent yarn of this sort the Po cahontas Co unty Farm Loan 

11 c . , .... ■ i n t v tvliprp . . _ m 1. —r- 


comes form Pocahontas county where Assoclatjon. as they, in-tr.e presence 
K Is reported that a p^ckof wolv es ■* of ebcTTotXer, saw a gteal^ i awpe v, 
roam Inf: the ranges m SlaLj* T ork two hundred pound 


mountain 


and Mingo Knob slaughtering sheep I t»TeT»“k frintfcover as the official uoard, 


and deer 


| in their official -duty of making ap 


C There Is doubt if a wolf has been p ra j 8 ment upon a grazing farm in 
2 In this part of the country since the pleasant vale of the Lit tle Laurel 
J Civil War. In the first place there 0 f. Willi ams Riv er, came upou the 

wp^rgriv ere man y_them this far varment unawares? 

SgujJyancTt!7osFthat did Infest West What about testimony by three 
Virginia’s mountains were quickly V oung scientists from the Biological 
exterjtUflflM w,th the development suTX^TTinrtn^census oFthe animal 
of the Slate far in the last century. mi rorthe Monoiigahela National Ju>r 
or moved north where they belonged • ps , ^ They came upou the pugs of a 
— great cat In a mud hole orT "Middle 


’of the Slate far In the last ceutury. nrjronhe Moriah£alieia National Ju>r 
or moved north where they belonged • ps , ^ They came upou the pugs of a 
— great cat In a mud hole oiT TTidiLie 

It is great Murnba Turtba Mai M nmrai ir~at the head of the -Green 
colm Brice who thus in his Wheeling 1 brier. Being equipped for such finds 
Register speaks words of doubt to they •found plaster of parls in the 
lull apprehension of lowlanders that | tracks. The casts were submitted 


us A promTueutciTizen well remem 
bers the fusa made o\er him by the 
family when his father sl;ot at a wolf 
as It looked over a log at the boy 

asleep on a pile of leaves. The fath¬ 
er 1< still with us and able to hunt. 

We have always maintained the 
gray wolves of this ru< junta Id regloo 
were bigger and fiercer tl.a:j4» he com - 
mon run oT^wbtves^rrtinsnajTtu^e. 
Oar .elevation gives us a Canadian 
climate, ana the deer herds furnish¬ 
ed plenty for them to growTJlgon. 
f Not much was ever said about It, 
but it was Intimated that during the 
four years of the war between the 
States, the wolves acquired a taste 
for human flesh Man y a ma n was 
murdered In the woods through the 
Practice of the neigh borly a rt of bush 
bhacklng. Any wayThave personal 


to rid these woods of the fierce preda River, and'tm A M Reese Is now * wo wolves being killed In Elk county 

tors which are devastating farm flocks negotiating for the hide as an exhibit * eonsylvanla, last year. 

and depleting the wild deer herds; or In his museum of natural history at 

a saint like unto the good Patrick the university On Red Creek, in 

when lie banished forever fregs and Tucker county, there Is a whole pack. 

snakes from the old sod which is ire- On Shavers Mountain In Pocahontas 

land Woe are wc that the thinking and Randolph counties, there Is an 

of the great Murnba Tumba Is no other pack of wolves. Their In-oads ♦ 

more lucid than the now muddy flow on the fl eftrtn* rdc$~irre so heavy, the *• 

of the once beautiful river, as acrid tracks of smaTPtfter are seldom seen > 

us its new poluted water, and as hazy in the Cheat Wilderness country. 

ab lhe smoky atmosphere of his over Over on the Middle Mountain of / 

populated area In the face of all Elk and the Mingo Knob there are 

the evidence 1 have been able to pro*" TfiTTfc wolves The big one, an old ^ 


duce, short of the actual hide and b TnrrtraT ocen seen by t half dozen I 
* ca, P- of Ihr presence In these moun gm-d mm; she has been shotTt oh 
tains of the prowling panthers and of two >eparate occasions and her kill of 
the ravening wolves. Is he not like fc heep l> as averaged fi ve a weck ^TUT a 
lhe owl of alheisni, flying abroad in 3 v * r "Dnce she attacked a tw^o year 
the full glory of the noon day aun, oltTneiier and bit her neck badly be 
• and crying where is It V” * for eyeing run uii b\ thtTJTlTcattle. 1 


their brethren of the scattered hill to the savants In the captain’s office Pnaciung. Any way 1 nave personal 

tribes of the upper reaches of the at Washington, than whom none are knowledge of a few men aud boys at 

^ Monongahela, Greenbrier, Elk James, savanter, I’hese In their wisdom and tacked by ^wolves along In the I880's. 

2 Potomac and Gauley are once again experience pronounced tlie casts to be a °d others who got up trees In tTaJli 

exposed to ravages of wild and fero the pr ese^v ed_Jxac.ks ^A^mauriliuji ^ 0r,nforma tion of the lowland! 

V clous beasts of prey. As chief head lion. 'WTTTb T In all Ills bllllousness or 1 w |" say that strychnine broke 
hunter of the unwashed tribes of the sa\ them nav, you are mistaken? ! * )e ru * e wolves in these moun 


northern panhandle he sits In his As for the gray 1 1 m ber_vvoUes they ,a *ns along In the 1870*8. There was 
attic among the naked hills beside again present a sourcFof Uouble to k remnant, educated against poison 
the now turgid flow of the once beau- our people, regardless of doubt i-x a °d snare. When deer bec ame Rf.ar 
tlful Ohio, the very air poisoned by pressFd bv bumptious agnostics. Just wolves disa ppeared^- ^They may 
the acrid fumes of factory smoke, he last month across the Imaginary line h'avejn oyefl^north where ^h ey belong, 
would dismiss with a rattle of his which divides the two slates on the A nywayr-the wolves hj g back, and 
typewriter the possibility of such var cre^t of the Alleghenies In the ad ‘l w *s a sorry day when they return 
inents as wolves and panthers again Joining county of Bath a big woj f Where they have come'TFom it 
Infesting the secluded environs of wae-k-M4*d,-*«d his carcass posTtTvelv ,s n °t possible -to guess, but the re 
the more favored portions of this fair Identified by scientists as that or a P° rt: persists that a pack crossed on 
Stale of West Virginia. Would that gray timber wolf, Up in Preston l ** e lce Canada into T'ennsylua 
ho were a good fairy to wave a wand cotinty a «6lf "was killed on Ston y 0,li lh e winter of of 1038. 1 heard of 
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Timber Wolf Killed in 
Bath County 




From the Roanoke <Va.) Times 


f 
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A gray limber wolf which has 

been killing » hee P in Bath couniy 
for two years fell dead before two 
high-powered rifle ballets high up in 
the mountains 10 miles north of 
Warm Springs, Thursday and its 
carcass to be mounted for a wealthy 
sportsman, attracted wide attention 
in Salem. 

There is an interesting story bc*- 
hind the killing of this beautiful 
but blood th ir sty creature which , ac¬ 
cording to william Hite, Bata coun- 
ty game warden, must have killed 
’over 100 sheep and many di<er. 

Seventeen hunters, . Bath county 
farmers, set out Thursday morning 
under Hite to track down the wolf. 
Snow covered the ground and the 
animal could be tracked easily. The 
party found the carcasses of 13 deer 
which the wolf had killed, two or 
three of them just a few days pre¬ 
vious. 

“One of these deer must have 


been killed within 40 steps after it 
was attacked by the wolf," Hitei re¬ 
lates. “It was the most destructive 
animal I have ever had in my coun¬ 
ty.” He has been game warden 17 
years. 


The party wetnt up near n valley 
in Back Greek Mountain where the 
wolf was known to stay. Five of the 
.nun with dogs Started through the 
valley to drive out the wolf, the ( 
others scattered around the territory 
‘to lay wait for him. 

Suddenly the dogs took up the 
wolf’s trail. A few minutes later he 
was routed and one of the party, 
Francis Liptrap shot him under the 
jaw with a high-powered rifle. 

Still the. wolf fought on. He was 
chased two miles before he came up 
on one of the stationed men. C C. 
Hodges, who finally killed the ani¬ 
mal with a bullet through the body 

ju 1 1 behind tho shoulders.- 

The game warden gives credit to 
two things in killing the wolf since . 
Several previous attempts had failed 
3t even got so bad that the farmiys 
were going out whenever they had 

C few hours to spare looking for 

im. - . . 


One, dogs were uied for the first 1 
timu Second, as the game warden 
kidded, a $26 bounty was placed on 
the killer 

The wolf, described by the game 
warden as a “gray timber wolf, at- 
traded considerable attention as it J 
lay on the* sidewalk in fron of the f 
Hotel Fort Lewis in Salem. The J 
game warden, who came to Salem 
to confer with a forestry sendee 
supervisor, brought it with him. 

Ho says that the $25 bounty is to 
be divided among the men. The wolf 
was bought from the party by Ken¬ 
neth E. Ellis, Hot Springs. The 
game warden said that he plans to 
Lake it by a Covington taxidixmist 
on his way home. 

The wolf was known throughout 
the countryside as “ Old Lobo. ” a ^ 
name pinned on him by the game 
warden, because the killer had one 
of the characteristics of the Lobo \/ 
wolf, n species that lives and hunts 
alone. 

Long before thu wolf was ever 
spotted the game warden said that 
he was confident that it was a wolf 
nnd not a dog. He explains that 
when a wolf kills it takes the lungs, 
livir and hearL When a dog kilUs 
it eats [the meat back of the should¬ 
ers. 




v0 brlcf In Crrcn 

fill. H* f P* r M 


go sorry you were unable tr »rt u 
to t fir herbarium while jmi wer 
|irre 1 wutild liked t * I'Mr show, 
jru arroud. Slurt you. didn't 
Ju re I thought you n Ight Ilk 
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l riff Count* " ^ ^ r hufhM H*** note* concerning our activities 
goilM- oio-« ^ inf site of | irr ij*rium was founded ib i i 

rf r ’** *%,* to Mm *•» *tnt rpfd* to the people of the Stele so 
t fH,l> .,* Dr h*»lt I* C’nrr, of nuke comparison* In IdentIflcath.i, o' 
n r "'t 'airrrni •»»* 2 M>Jcgy. •* tiir materials sent In and lor the cotlec 

»! 1, 4 j| r «rlhs back tltejr Off non of Infoimatlon regarding it,# 

• *** !* puulafla puber* I plants of the Slate. We now h*f« 
»r„* • r«ra» f »Ph on thin buffalo eo ooO specimens tiled a«ij here, rep 

Tf.lk nut or oil nut. or nbbli resenting virtually ell the fungi, li 

a ni r %» I >i. Lo t con c |, e ns. mouses, liverwort!.. fern*, atm 
stpd plant* found In Weil Virginia 
and, of course, many specimens of 
some of them. In addition. *e have 
a specimen of almost every plant 
found In the range of Grab's Manual, 
the northeastern part of the United 


Otar at Anthony* Creek some sea 
Jingo a cltli*n killed a wild dork 
|n I*, he found a grain of duck 
He planted It, and the sea 
' '.‘imp he had a good crop. Some States; a large collection made by Dr 
d * a , brought to this printing of Small in the southeastern stales, and 
roe and 1 *eni it In to Dr Core for lined in his big manual of that reg 
IdentlOoatlon He writes back he Is 
wot so far able to give any Informa 
tJon beyond the statement the seeds-, 
belong to some plant In the buck | 
wheat family. No plants being a vail | 
able this time of year, he Is raising, 
some; he will be able to tell us before 
long. They are already showing 
above the ground. 


Some months back. I published * 
letter from Dr Core, In which he told 
o[ a visit to these mountains a cen 
tury ago of Dr. Asa Gray, the tali 
s'camore in botany. He reported 
finding the yellow gentian on Knapp* 
Creek, it had not since been report 
ed f rom here and Dr Core wanted a 
spfdmen Dr. lien Roller, of WhlU 
Suiphor Springs, saw the piece, and 
was reminded he had seen yellow gen 
tlan In Greenbrier County; so he sent 
In a specimen. 


ir, L u . C °r C, : l ! nUM: Tlunlrs a loi 
I” 1 ! ,d,, ° rikl "" the L'nlVertlii 
:“/r cd ? «f comment 

“ “ , 1 r iJ " }ed 11 vtr > much; 

JliV,. ,, ,T‘ rv )ou * rB *«»» »IU. 

, (l I'fofcnorii the niore hl.hlj 

UKe il'.i . C . n "'" r> M "" 1 ‘■•cl.eri 
l.m.J 1 M »‘ , fBip , lBent l because 


Ion; and the most common of thr 
plants of the western states and Can 
ada. 

1 am teaching Dendrology In our 
new Forestry Division and the Her 
bailum has been fortunate In having 
been designated as one of the J6 In 
the country to receive a complete set 
of specimens leprespnttng all the for 
est trees in the United States, the! 
sets being prepared and distributed 
by the New York State College of 
estry. They are of grei 

x>ur 


I ini over world recognl 
jtsr.y publication* :>r t* e 
I an frminded of the 
„t«r nothing In «he legHla 
rc • fow year* ago wherein ou* 
I.rad ach iol got it* usual *mearo* 
«>iverse publicity The asking fo; 
uuylfiff te bnicat pub'lcstlons 
sum abcut five ifne* as Urge ssUu 
,lg northern university spent for Ihb 
purp ss Soma sms'tlea found thl 
iul and how the) did r6a >p aroutM 
»n It until explained the big sclio •' 
had publications to exchange lh» 
world over for the b r.k* and pipet- 
our University had to buy. If obtain 
ed. The facts of the sltuitlon ne*e» 
•vertook the widespread lntlmatlm 
»f thing* nol being oo the let el up a 
Morgantown 

At the same time and place, there 
was the mtiup over the the one t) 
tnc grape stick* for the experiment* 
farm. The asking was for rrd wood, 
it a cost higher- than tl e local mar 
net on oak or chestnut sticks What i 
t tempest raged In the teapot ove | 
'.Ida until It was explained this wa { 
i part of a nation wide demunstrs 
-ton carried on by land grant college- 
to ascertain the relative values o 
hfferent woods tor grape sticks fo 
the Information of grape growers. 

The moral to all this Is that It be 
hoove* every mother** son of us tej 


r-„, nll , P rri . . . . . O Mil 'll U 1 l' 

Jur ?orls,rJZr ^ ^ “'«'•« »•*“« " - D...v,r., 

I rr ,.v! t/tl . K * ill ri ^ CA/I Olher> V\ » 

I n,ost tell you .bout our publlci Vrff tHtToiyilTln;-;- «ec«Tt m'rli' 

0ns ; _ a [[ et4j k . n0W . ab0Ul ?“• ■! It ,o .« Will Ur- to 


lane*. In exchange for this period! 
cal we receive about 100 botanical ^^ of ‘ our 


rPTrin 

we will Ikave to make th 
uosi of it, to serve belter the IntefvJ 

journals from all over ll,eworld We * Ut * ‘’ ,d bu ®‘ nU ^ " 

are also pubtishbig a series called "* —_ 

‘‘Contributions from the Herbarium [i^ar Mr Prif*- 
of West Virginia University* Flf ‘ 

- w *e read your Field Note*, h 

n ,'m ,, , u ® bers ln tliU series h«ve brio ,ec * lled »» Incident, which coincides 
published or are In preparation On- *>th jour reference to bears klillrn 
of We“" cxplora* • n j™* Her. tofore we have refrained 

r.,. .. . . K,r * U ’ 1 l 1 bought mlwi.v Horn dbd ,.|ng uur experience to am 




prove of Interest to you and * 0 J am 
ending h copy of it under sept-rale 
cover. 

Beil w‘s»*es for a very Merry Christ 
mas and a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely. 

Karl. 


I must say to Dr Core. I no 
bind to find Jjy in visejtlng my own 
feeble Jesu. However, in the esuar 
of science I w ill expose the weak com 
au nt on the college prof,. k s„ r , , 


now apptara Ij be som.whst ln*oi» .1 „, k t ,,. , 
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^ pruie-so,. ,, „i rt tvimpIltD-nl t, 
‘^producer »nd hie pr.^ucl 


.lie becauve It did seem f»r fetched 

In 111.1,1 we were hunlli.j; i lrar 

hod .,f Mill {-rcek-ln R.ndolpn Ooun 
ij when wc were slopped suddenly bi 
» »tr.r,ue noise After « careful In 
vesM|(.i|on we duooy.red . beer ur. 
ler . i., V e h.eah tree W« »tnon 

.till in order lo ssceruin 11 „ 

•f the nol«-, whtreupon w. ai . 
Other be.r up l„ tit. tr.e sh.kln. . 
"ml. end on th. ,|„, b wa , . f u || 
vmn The coon w*a» ruaklns Quit-. 

, ‘ ,d U ’* n nr ' l »» »«tr.c 
ng our altvruion Tf* t»ear 
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Clark Wooddcll shot anti klliid me 
wild dog. coyote or what it I* which 
ban been denning up under a hay 
black on Judge Sharp's farm near 
Hillsboro. On last Wednesday Will 
Clutter brought the carcass to town, 
and Marvin Wimer has the skin In 
soak, preparatory to mounting It 
For some time the'anlmal has^beenj 
known to keep In the Levels; dozens 
of shots have been taken at It, and 
dogs have run It out of the country 
The color was a dark brlndle. with n 
bushy tall; vWTghl abMJf^u pounds 
It was a male and abouV seven or 
eigl)t years old. The neck was re¬ 
markably thick and strong for so 
sruull an animal; head and jaws 
heavy; muzzle gray from age. Lack 
Ing the erect ears and pointed nose 
of the cuyo^e. I put the varment 
down as adog“fthlch went wild. Mr 
Wood del I tells me the a Irani looked 
much more like a dog when It was 
dead than when It was alive. 


Speaking about wild dogs, Uncle 
Lb h Gibson was over from Elk last 
Wednesday, and he told me ’"‘about a 
wild dog his grandfather, the late 
David Gibson tam ed seventy or tlgh 
ty }nars ago THIS - Wild dog was 
found io be denning up under a bay 
stack. Snares were set and the wild 
dog was caught. For some time the 
animal remained aloof from all advan 
ces. but It dually responded to kind¬ 
ness and through the Influence of the 
other dogs. The wild dog was a fe 
male and showed gray hound blood to 
a in a i ked degree. She prov ed the 
best of burners and was a bear dug 
without a peer. She would chase a 
bear without giving voice and was a 
natural heeler.. She would nip ai*waj 
until he could stand the purii-hm»*f.. 
no longer and must turn and right 
bis tormentor. Then sJ*r would 
stand aside until the b r *.r made of! 
again, and then she vas nipping his 
heels again. 

Talking about bears one powerful 
big old bear Is wanBmng the winter 
through on the Ai kvhanies _Aro und 
the head of Meadow* Cret k. Oue day 
last week lrrkTiTR ItuT others gave 
him an all day chase in the mow 
Evidently being chased by dogs was 
no new thing for this b« ir.'for It was 
u running fight all ray long. He 
would neither go up a trie nor stand 
•uno fight long enough for the ff.«n t 
come up Mr King and their taperl 
cored brar hunters say this hear 
leaves the biggest track they have 
ever seen. 
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1 On last Wednesday morning June 
Mann and other workers on a log skid 
der on Middle Mountain of Elk cot a 
conri look - at~a DfiT'wrTf The^var ; 
ment was seen near tl.e log pile a: d 
only moved tff wi en June called »o 
mbt-r members of the crew to see 
wnat he was looking at lie tells me 


der: The talt-was-bushy. and a big 
wtdte streak extendecTover Its back 
The wolf looted~tJtp enough to wc'gh 
eighty or more pounds. For a year 
or aore a wolf or rather wolves have 
been kl lljng sheep on the head branch 
es of the ElF —-- 


James A Sharp, from Jericho road 
*us in Saturday afternoon, and told 
me about trailing a wolf in Buckle* 
Mountain some fifty odd years ago * 
big wolf bad killed a sheep for the 
ate Andrew McLaughlin The neigh 
borhuod combined In the hunt, and 
1™ *' 0,f dipped out the hound-* 

I he hunt, was quit at dark on a rid*, 
over looking the town. Word was 
sent to Mr. Sharp to bring his hounds 
the Dei! morning He took the trn. 


{Weu wild aouiift-. 

hip recognized was that evioeuwt- . 
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Tb.-ntu.of .H.j-ars 
tu eouniy » , nd 219 color 

5S5 , r.m..n.n K about 

lb !",2 m there were lo Pocahontas 
ttf-iffiS head of cut... 10.000 
st^eep aud 5 000 hogs, accordlnp to 

11 Iccordlop to the assessor's returns 
for 1940. there were lu Pocahontas 
countJ on January 1. cattle. 10,964; 
sbeep. 29.649; and hogs, 3101. 

For further comparison, I happen 
to Jtoow the assessor’s returns for the 
year 1918-cattle, 11,440: sheep; 
28.159: swine 4 446. 

There Is something alarming In 
the figures for the two years, 1840 
and 1940. when you take In consider 
atlon that the future of this Pocahon 
tas couDty rests unon the production 
of livestock. A century ago. three 
thousand people had seven thousand 
head of' cattle; now fourteen thou 
sand people have eleven thousand 
cattle. We have made a little pro 
gress in sheep, The increase here 
has been three fold as compared with 
five fold for people. v- 

One reason the sparsely settled 
county of Pccahontas had such large 
herds and flocks a century ago may 
be In the history of the western range 
Then the great plains supported mil 
lions of heads of buffalo, and there 
was no competition with the east In 
the production of livestock. No 
property interest was represented In, 
the buffalo, and they fell before the' 
guns of the hide hunters. The range 
*as left for cattle Economy have 
pointed out time and again that If 
»he vast herds of buffalo had been 
preserved there would have been no 

L mTn ° r ? lt ' ,r * ln the wtsl Where 
* million head of buffalo traveled up 
ordo*n through & strip of country, 

« u ° d , waa bare of grass These 

t“ mlMK, l P " ed S0> * Urv “M 0 n was 
the on!, thing to set the limit. 

tlcnof'^ i “ ff ! re , rs fr °m the eztlnd 
t»»nd«i.' e . ' Uffal0 llvedln Pucwhon 
Thevn ,U,ll l * rc0Untle * of ‘he east 
Whh thl h what »'urt H em 

*1 d o , bUt, ° R0, " ! - U,e raisIr.K of 
cl.elo 10,0 * xl& tlnce. This 

tr a ‘ 1 1 ‘ e eatlBrn Hock grow 

outof Su^n" " h i? h nhoul P«* him 
matured uni'*,,,,? 0 ll,B cattle 
B u tn u!M , ll e “ J,,re ‘' are »>ai> la 
M in t*n an '“' alB The only owner 


In the rast ciattIts were raised by 
the sweat of the brow, on high cost 
and high used land, ln the went, 
with the buffalo gone, there was 
hardly end to possibilities of the num 
ber ol wild cattle. There would be 
two rpundups a year, ln the spring 
to brand the calves; In the fall to cut 
out beef cattle for market It Is no 
wonder the east was forced out of 
the cattle business when came the 
competition of the boundless west. 

As example of what Is possible In 
wild cattle take the t eele^s plains of 
South America, ln the 1560*6 a bull 
and seven cows were brought from 
Spain. From these sprang the 
minions and,millions of wild cattle 
of the South American pampas. Ex 
cept for the buffalo, the sama condl 
tlon would have prevailed in North 
America. There never was a time 
when the wild cattle of South Ameri¬ 
ca old not yield readily to domestica 
tlon. For many generations they 
were hunted for their hides alone, as 
was the buffalo of the north, Bow 
ever, whenever It wai considered 
worth while to^orral wild cattle, It 
was found that in a short lime they 
become accustomed to the control of 
mao. 

Australia and New Zealand had the 
same experience with range cattle 
It is small wonder that beef from the 
west and the south and down under 
made the eastern cattle raiser live 
bard. But this eastern American is 
a thrifty soul. Those who stayed at 
home depended upon a diversity of 
crops, and the others went west to 
engage In the cattle business. 

Back in the 1870’s, Editor Ilorace 
Greeley uttered some careless words! 
which became a slogan: “Go west 
young man. grow up with the coun¬ 
try n Millions acted upon his advice 
and when they went they went to stay 
the result Is a rich and populous west 
The conditlcns In the west are more 
nearly approaching those In the ft«t 
each year and so the handicap under 
which the easiern cattle man has la 
bored for three generations Is grow 
Ing lighter. 

When the waves of buffalo receded 
from the western plains, the steer ad 
vaneed. Soon they had replaced th s 
buffalo Then the Pocahontas couoty 
stockman found himself up against 
It, lie could not even turn to the 
production of butter and cheese, as 
the cattlemen of New York and other 
states did. In those days nothing 
could be marketed from Pocahontas 
which could not walk out on Its own 
feel to the rail head. The way out 
In these blue grass valleys wa* found. 
By taking care a domesticat'd animal 
could be raised that commanded a 
far heller price than the range cattle 
of tt»e west They set about lo 1m 
proyr the breed; Thus export cattle 
were pro uced which brought a living 
Jor the care emended. 


Let me l.er«"lnlerlln* tbe remark 
I|.,t about a quarter of a century 

hack change* began to come about In 

the economic scheme of world affairs 
and the demand for big export cattle 
declined and went out It 
decline In the quality of our cettle. 
so carefully and laboriously brought 
up to such high standard of excel¬ 
lence In the two generations follow 
Ing the war between the states 

In Tuckahoe Virginia, where the 
winters aie mild, there persisted the 
practice of raising unimproved cattle 
The penny royal bull of the old days 
was a term of reproach lo grazing 
countries, and referred to the cla*s ol 
cattle found In the flat lands of Edit 
ern Virginia. Another term 1 have 


have not heard In years was a four 
old yearling, meanlog a steer four 
years of age and the 6lze of a year) 
ing. Another Illustration of the 
cheap cattle of the lowlands was that 
a steer was so small that he could be 
salted in his horns. . — ‘ 

The eilsteoce of low grade Tucka 
hoe cattle was a constant menace to 
the breeders of the mountain valleys 
of the Sheoandoab, GreeDbrler, Poto 
mac and Tygart9. The pennyroyal 
bull became muchdreaded and feared 
Cattle seemed to be peculiar among 
animals in that they breed true to 
the sire and not to the dam. So It 
can be seen the aversion to the penny 
royal bull was well founded. The 
passes of the .mountains were well 
w atched to keep him on his side of 
the divide A bunch of sinewy steers 
! could be driven to the grass In the 
highlands without causing concern, 
If there were bulls and heifers In the 
bunch, the close watch was kept on 
the herds, so the Interlopers could be 
worked out of the country by moral 
suasion and other lawful means. 

The English custom was firmly Cx 
ed here—that of seeing families with 
one cow or more, who made no pre 
tentlon to herds, were given opporru 
nlty to raise purebred stock. 

The four year old expffrt steer was 
the stored ox In these mountains; 
held sacred to the purpose for which 
he was created; and went to the large 
city market for beef. So far as 1 
Know, there never was a standard 
lour year old steer butchered and 
eaten in Pocahontas county. Tradl 
tlon has It, a peculiar man In Green 
brier county, deciding that the best 
w as as good as any, butchered a cou 
pie of export steers for the home 
market He like to have ruined hU 
business, for his customers ever after 

d m I e l" ,ekl,d or betf be »«««» 

ed while these export steers lasted. 


